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collection of your cases upon subjects of importance, with the opinions of the Judges upon them, would be valuable.'
On Thursday, April 15, I dined with him and Dr. Goldsmith at General Paoli's. We found here Signer Martinelli, of Florence, authour of a History of England, in Italian, printed at London.
I spoke of Allan Ramsay's Gentle Shepherd, in the Scottish dialect, as the best pastoral that had ever been written; not only abounding with beautiful rural imagery, and just and pleasing sentiments, but being a real picture of manners; and I offered to teach Dr. Johnson to understand it. ' No, Sir, (said he,) I won't learn it. You shall retain your superiority by my not knowing it.'
This brought on a question whether one man is lessened by another's acquiring an equal degree of knowledge with him'. Johnson asserted the affirmative. I maintained that the position might be true in those kinds of knowledge which produce wisdom, power, and force, so as to enable one man to have the government of others; but that a man is not in any degree lessened by others knowing as well as he what ends in mere pleasure :—eating fine fruits, drinking delicious wines, reading exquisite poetry.
The General observed, that Martinelli was a Whig. JOHNSON. ' I am sorry for it. It shows the spirit of the times : he is obliged to temporise.' BOSWELL. ' I rather think, Sir, that Toryism prevails in this reign.' JOHNSON. ' I know not why you should think so, Sir. You see your friend Lord Lyttel-tona, a nobleman, is obliged in his History to write the most vulgar Whiggism.'
An animated debate took place whether Martinelli should continue his History of England to the present day. GOLDSMITH. ' To be sure he should.' JOHNSON. ' No, Sir; he would give great offence. He would have to tell of almost all the living great what they do not wish told.'
1  See ante, ii. 194, for Johnson's ' half-a-guinea's worth of inferiority.'
2  Boswell (ante, \. 298) mentions that he knew Lyttelton.    For his History, see ante, ii. 43.
GOLDSMITH.nd post, April 7, 1776.
